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Learning Experience Outline

Learning Context

Students will be able to read and evaluate literary works that have been banned in schools.  In addition, students will be able to discuss human rights and the rights that may be changed while they are students in public high schools.

This unit fits into the ESL curriculum because it is important for students to evaluate and analyze literature.  ESL students in high school are also required to take the NYS Regents Examination in English.  This test requires students to write about a work of literature, so students would be able to use the information from this lesson on the Regents exam.

NYS ESL Standards:

· Standard 1: Students will listen, speak, read, and write in English for information and understanding.
· Standard 2: Students will listen, speak, read, and write in English for literary response, enjoyment, and expression.
· Standard 3: Students will listen, speak, read, and write in English for critical analysis and evaluation.
· Standard 4: Students will listen, speak, read, and write in English for classroom and social interaction.
Procedure

This unit focuses on banned books in American high schools.  To begin the unit, students fill out a short quiz on the rights they do and do not have while they are students in a public high school.  Once the answers are revealed, the teacher leads a discussion about basic rights and how the students’ rights are affected while they are in school.


Students will also be introduced to various news articles about books being banned in schools.  Students will begin to reflect on the purposes of banning books in high school, and whether or not banning books is a valid response to controversial literature.


After short booktalks on some banned books, including Go Ask Alice and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, students will choose the book they would like to read.  Students will break into literature circles in order to fully discuss the novel.  While the students are reading and discussing their novels, they will be asked to complete reflection questions on topics such as the way language is used and the content of the novel.


Once students have completed their novels, they will watch a few sample digital booktalks.  After a discussion about what a digital booktalk should look like, they will begin to draft ideas about what to include in their own digital booktalks.  Students will use the internet to research facts about the author and the banning of the book they are using.  Once enough information is collected, they will begin using Microsoft PhotoStory to put together images and text for their digital booktalks.  Teacher will explain the concept of “public domain images” and how to cite text that is not theirs.  Finally, students will be shown how to use a free music database to add music to their booktalks.


After the digital booktalks have been completed, students will post them on the class’s website on www.edmodo.com.  Students will be able to watch each other’s booktalks and leave constructive criticism for each booktalk.

Instructional /Environmental Modifications


In order to maintain a comfortable atmosphere for ELLs, the students will be encouraged to choose the novel they will study, as well as choose the group they want to work with.  By using high-interest, low-level novels, there is a smaller chance of ELLs feeling overwhelmed by language while reading the novel.  In addition, the students will be able to explore the themes of the novels in greater detail if they do not feel immediately threatened by the work.

Time Required


This two month-long unit was planned over the course of two weeks.  Students worked on this unit once a day for 40 minutes.  Students were encouraged to keep reading at home and complete extra reflections for homework.

Resources


The following resources were used by teachers, students, and staff:

· Journal notebooks
· Microsoft Word
· Microsoft PhotoStory
· www.youtube.com (examples of digital booktalks)
· www.google.com (research, pictures)
· www.yahoo.com (research, pictures)
· Checklist for digital booktalk (attached)
· News articles (example attached)
· www.edmodo.com 
Assessment Plan


Students were continually assessed on their responses to reflection questions.  Students had to show meaningful responses to the questions.  They were also expected to reflect on the content, language, and themes of the novel, as well as possible reasons for banning the book in schools.


Students worked as a group to create a checklist of what should be included in their digital booktalk.  This checklist was used to assess the digital booktalks, so the students knew exactly what was expected to be included.  Also, students were given a teacher-created rubric for the assessment of their digital booktalk.  

Student Work


See Attached


An example of a digital booktalk for the novel Go Ask Alice is located at http://www.sendspace.com/file/9y2wcy.  This was created by an 11th grade male student who is an English Language Learner and is in special needs classes.

To see examples of other digital booktalks, please visit www.edmodo.com.  You may login with the name “SmithESL” and the password “Amityville”.  Please click on the tag “digital booktalk.”

Reflection


This unit was designed in order to get ELLs more interested in reading.  The students became very interested in reading the novels once they learned that they had been banned in other schools.  The digital booktalks were helpful in introducing students to technology.  Since some ESL students do not have computers at home, they benefitted from researching the novel online and learned how to cite certain websites.


The students were eager to complete their digital booktalks, and were excited to show one another what they had done.  This also helped introduce the books to other students who had read different novels.  It inspired many students to pick up a new book.


In developing this unit, Elaine was an integral part in choosing the novels to introduce to the students.  She was able to give short, spoken booktalks to the students in order to pique their interest.  This benefitted the students because they were able to share the progress of their reading with Elaine, and the students knew they had another person to discuss their reading with.


Through the implementation of this lesson, we learned that student choice can be a powerful thing.  The students felt like they were in charge of their learning right from the beginning.  They got to choose their own novel to study, and they were their own “directors” of the digital booktalks.  We have used this idea in future units, working together with the students to structure parts of the curriculum around their interests.


In the future, we would like the students to be more involved in the process of making digital booktalks.  By using digital cameras and Flip video cameras, students would not have to rely on the Internet for images and clips.  They would be able to create their own pictures and video clips.  The students would be active participants in the creative process, instead of relying on other people’s artistic images.  Digital cameras and a Flip video camera would definitely help the ESL students to create digital booktalks that accurately represented their artistic visions.

