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Teacher Integration Awards – General Information

2010-11
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Western Suffolk BOCES will be funding the Model Schools teacher integration awards for our component districts that are members of the Model Schools Coser.
Our goal is to award 3-5 $1000 grants this year. The deadline for submissions is March 7, 2011. This will give us enough time to review all applications and notify winners by March 24, 2011.   

Districts of winning applicants will furnish Western Suffolk BOCES with a request for payment on district letterhead for Model Schools Teacher Integration awards. 
Teachers awarded $1000 will be required to send all lesson materials electronically by June 1, 2011.This will allow teachers and administrators in our region to benefit from the technology integration lesson/unit. All grants will be posted on the Western Suffolk BOCES website.

Our awards brunch will be held June 8, 2011.
 
Teacher Integration Grant Application 
2010-11
Title of Project: 
Career Exploration Podcast Project
Teacher: 

Jill Perry-Eising
Subject/Grade:
 Business Education/9-12
District: 

Deer Park
Building: 

Deer Park High School
Phone: 

631-274-4196
Email: 

perryeising.j@deerparkschools.org
I have permission from the district technology director (Model Schools liaison) to submit this grant.

Authorized Signature:  
Dr. Jared Bloom (Hard copy of signature will be mailed.)
Title                           
District Administrator for Technology
Submit:

1. This application cover sheet 

2. Completed Learning Experience Template. Teachers are encouraged to email application dkennedy@wsboces.org  Teachers should also send a paper copy with signature of district technology director.

3. Examples of student work to support the application.

Please submit all materials by Monday, March 7, 2011 to:

Debbie Kennedy
Divisional Administrator Curriculum & Instruction
Western Suffolk BOCES
31 Lee Avenue
Wheatley Heights, NY 11798

Any questions please contact Debbie Kennedy (631) 595-6813 or email dkennedy@wsboces.org
Winners will be notified by March 24, 2011. An awards brunch will be held Wednesday, June 8, 2011.

NEW: Teachers awarded $1000 will be required to email his/her grant information and backup materials by June 1, 2011. This will allow teachers and administrators in our region to benefit from the technology integration lesson/unit. All grants will be posted on the Western Suffolk BOCES website.
Jill Perry-Eising
Deer Park High School 

Business Education Department

Teacher Integration Grant

Learning Experience Template

“Career Exploration Podcast Project”
1.  Learning Context – describe the purpose, objective, or focus of the learning experience, including:

· The learning standard(s) and the specific performance indicators being assessed

· A description of where this experience fits into the school or course curriculum
· What students need to know and/or be able to do to succeed with this learning experience

The learning experience is called the Career Exploration Podcast Project.  The project is incorporated into my business computer applications course, which is an elective computer class comprised of juniors and seniors.  The purpose of the project is for students to explore career possibilities and to enhance their technological skills.  The learning standards that are incorporated into this learning experience are from the Career Development and Occupational Studies cluster. The project in its entirety will encompass the following learning standards:  Standard 1:  Career Development; Standard 2:  Integrated Learning; and Standard 3a:  Universal Foundation Skills.  The Career Exploration Podcast Project fits within our Business Education Department’s curriculum because we mandate a unit on career exploration and workforce readiness in all of our business courses.  To succeed with this learning experience students will need to be proficient with technology, written communication skills, oral communication skills, Internet research skills, and collaboration.
2.  Procedure – describe in narrative form, the actions of students and teachers and the interactions among and between students and teacher. Include how:

· Supports student progress toward attainment of the learning standards

· Reflects current scholarship in your field and best classroom practice

· Incorporates technology (when used) into instruction to enhance learning and to assess student performance.

The learning experience will begin with a discussion of career exploration and workforce readiness.  Students will explore web sites such as www.bls.gov/oco where they will be introduced to the Occupational Outlook Handbook.  Students will then be introduced to the concept of Podcasting and how it can be used by them to enhance their exploration of career options. In order to learn how to create a Podcast, students will be introduced to a sound editing computer program (such as Audacity, CoolEdit, or GarageBand) in which they will learn how to edit music, record voice overs, edit voice overs, and blend music and voice.  Students will have hands-on practice in the Podcasting program during the teacher’s demonstration.  Students will then learn about the concept of having rights to use music in on-line publications such as Podcasts, and they will explore web sites such as www.soundzabound.com where they can download royalty-free music for use in school projects.  Instruction will become entirely student centered as students will then be introduced to Google Docs. and the concept of sharing files to work on collaborative projects, and they will create Google accounts to be used in their Career Exploration Podcast Project.  Students will then be paired with a class partner by the teacher, who will pair the students by mixing their diverse abilities.  Once students have learned how to use the technology, each set of student partners will work collaboratively to produce an audio Podcast episode of an on-line radio show that centers on the working world.  They have to pretend that one of them hosts an online radio show about jobs, and the other student is a "guest" on the show being interviewed about his/her career.  The show’s episode will feature a career of the students’ choice.  The students must work collaboratively using Google Docs. to write a script for their audio Podcast.  This Web 2.0 program can be found at www.google.com.  They will share the file between each other and with the teacher so that the teacher may make comments as they work.  Once the script is written in Google Docs., students will then record their Podcast.  They will save their Podcast as an mp3 file, which will then be posted on-line on our class Wikispace at http://perryeising.wikispaces.com in the in the Period 1 CSA Podcasts link. During the recording process, the teacher will serve as a facilitator for the students.  In addition, students will then load their Podcasts onto a class set of iPod touches.  The Podcasts will then be available as a resource to other business classes for use in their career exploration units.
3. Instructional/Environmental Modifications – describe the procedures used to accommodate the range of abilities in the classroom, including students with disabilities, limited English proficiency, or bilingual students, such as:

· Instructional modifications made
· Physical modifications of the classroom setting.

In order to accommodate the range of abilities in the classroom, the teacher will foster differentiated learning by pairing students of multiple levels and abilities, thereby grouping students with diverse competencies.  For example, several students are ESL students, and they will be paired with students with proficient English language skills.  Several students have learning disabilities and will be paired with non learning disabled students.  This pairing of multiple and differentiated skill sets will allow student centered learning and sharing.  This will also foster the pertinent 21st Century skill of collaboration.  While working on a shared Google Doc. to create their scripts, the classroom does not need to be physically modified because the students can work simultaneously on the same document from their own workstations.  However, the students will be asked to sit at adjacent workstations so that they may discuss their joint project.
4. Time Required – for each aspect of the learning experience, state the amount of time for:
· Planning
· Implementation (hours/days/weeks)

· Assessment

Planning:  It takes approximately two hours to plan/prepare the lesson.  The project sheet needs to be written up.  The equipment, such as headphones, needs to be sorted and ready for distribution to the students.  The iPods need to be charged.  Some time should be spent “practicing” the technical aspect of the project to make sure the computers’ sound systems are working.  Each type of computer’s system settings need to be tweaked for recording off of a microphone.
Implementation:  It takes approximately two to three weeks to implement the lesson as follows:

· Career exploration discussion and viewing of career related web sites:  2 class periods (42 minutes each)

· Introduction to Podcasting:  1 class period to discuss and demonstrate examples

· Creating a Podcast:  3 class periods to demonstrate how to use the audio program of choice, which includes how to set system settings for the use of microphones, how to record a voiceover, how to add music by recording it or downloading it and combining it with the voiceover, how to fade sounds in and out, and how to save and export the audio file
· Music copyrights and royalty free music discussion:  1 class period to discuss and explore royalty free sites, such as www.soundzabound.com, and to demonstrate how to download a song from this site or similar sites and how to insert it into a Podcast
· Introduction to Google Docs.:  1 class period to demonstrate how to use Google Docs. and to have students open accounts.  If students don’t finish opening accounts during class, this can be assigned for homework.

· Script writing:  3-4 class periods to research careers, write, and edit a script in Google Docs.
· Recording Podcast:  3-4 class periods to record and edit the Podcast and insert music

· Put on iPods:  1-2 class periods to copy the Podcast onto the class set of iPods
Assessment:  It takes approximately 10 minutes to grade each project, which includes reading the script and listening to the podcast and filling out a grading rubric
5. Resources – please note any extraordinary or unique resources (human or material) needed to successfully complete this experience
· For the teacher
· For the student
Teacher Resources:  
· Computer with Internet access and sound system

· LCD Projector or SmartBoard (not required, but helpful)

· iPods (not required, but would enhance the lesson)

· Google Docs. Web 2.0 software

· Sound editing software such as CoolEdit, Audacity, or GarageBand
· Handouts such as project sheet and rubric

· Web sites such as:  www.google.com, www.soundzabound.com, their own wiki (not required, but helpful), and http://bls.gov/oco. 
Student Resources:
· Computer with Internet access

· Headphones and microphones

· Access to project web sites

· Project handout sheets and rubric

6. Assessment Plan – describe the
· Manner in which students are involved in developing assessment criteria, maintaining an awareness of their progress, and reflecting on their work
· Techniques used to collect evidence of student progress toward meeting the learning standards” performance indicators (i.e. – observation, group discussions, journal writing, use of alternative testing techniques)
The project was assessed through an interactive rubric, which was based on content/research, the collaborative process, written (the script) and oral communication skills (the Podcast recording), creativity, and performance.  The rubric was shared with the students when the project handout sheet was distributed.  Prior to beginning the project, the students and teacher discussed the expectations for the project based on the rubric’s criteria.  During the course of working on the project, the students and teacher were able to interact while preparing the script via a shared Google Document.  The students shared the Google Document with each other and the teacher.  While the students were able to work collaboratively on preparing the script, the teacher was able to make comments on their work right on the Google Document.  This happened daily during the course of writing the script.  During the course of recording the Podcast, the students monitored each other and re-recorded parts over and over again until they met the criteria set forth in the rubric.  The students were able to make suggestions and correct each other while jointly listening to the Podcast recording.  The teacher facilitated this process by listening to the students’ recordings and making suggestions as they worked.
7. Student Work – send three or four samples of student work:
· That reflect different levels of student performance
· Include comments reflecting the basis for teacher’s assessment
Please insert the included CD into a computer to listen to the students’ Podcasts.  Also, the entire class set of Podcasts can be viewed/listened to at:

http://perryeising.wikispaces.com/Period+1+CSA+Podcasts
Please see the screen shots below to see examples of the scripts that were written in Google Docs.:

Sage and John:  In this example, Sage is an English speaking student, and John is an ESL student.  (Please listen to their Podcast on the attached CD, or you may visit it at the link above.)  The following screen shot shows how comments were utilized on their script.
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Casey McKenna and Anabel Miranda

Career Podcast Research Project

Ms. Perry|
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C: Hello everyone and welcome to Career Outlook, I'm your host, Casey McKenna. This week we
‘have a special guest; her name is Anabel Miranda and she is a Physician’s Assistant.

A: Thank you for having me.

C: She is going to share with us how to become a Physician Assistant (also known as a P4), what
being one is like, and other information about this occupation.

1B.

C: So Anabel, before we start talking about the job itself, how about you share with us why you are
interested in this profession in the first place?

A: Well, medical science has always had my interest, but T also enjoy taking care of others.

C: Tell us what its ke to be physician’s assistant; give us the sunmary of what exactly it is that you
have to do as a PA and what your responsibilities are.
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Casey and Anabel: In this example, Casey and Anabel are two above average students.  They listened to directions well and did exactly what the project called for. (Please listen to their Podcast on the attached CD, or you may visit it at the link above.)  The following screen shot shows how comments were utilized on their script.

Please visit the web site listed above or insert the included CD to hear other students’ Podcasts.[image: image3.png]Sage and John - Google Docs - Windows Internet Explorer
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Sage Fiore, John Minino

Sage: today we are having a new york construction worker, John Minino.
Sage: what do you do john?

John: I'm a construction manager.

Sage: do you lie this job?

John: yeah, ilke t, and t pays well.

Sage: how many hours do you work weekly?

John: about 40

Sage: what educations required?

John: a bachelors degree or assoctes degree in constructive science, people with more
experience are likely to get hied.

Sage: how much o you get paid yearly?
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8. Reflection
· Why this lesson was developed for the specific learning standard(s) and performance indicators(s)
· What you learned from implementing this lesson
· How the lesson was reviewed by peers prior to submission and what you learned from the review

This lesson was developed to enhance my students’ knowledge about the world of work while exploring career options.  The focus was on students’ technological skills so that they could learn to apply these skills in the workplace.  Their final Podcasts demonstrated their mastery of the foundation skills.

From implementing this lesson, I learned that today’s students really like working with technology.  They pick it up like fish in water.  I learned that it really enhances their oral and written communication skills, and that the lesson certainly prepares them with 21st Century skills such as collaboration.

The lesson was received well by my peers.  Everyone agrees that the lesson touches upon multiple skills. My peers all agreed that the method of creating Podcasts definitely helps students’ oral and written communications skills, in addition to their technological skills.  One comment was made that Podcasts are a great learning tool, even if a Podcast is not something that the average worker would do in his/her job.  All of the skills needed to create the Podcast would be used in any job.
Jill Perry-Eising – Teacher Integration Grant
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