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Learning Context


We designed a cross-curricular unit on immigration for our 8th grade self-contained social studies and English classes at the Commack Middle School.  The purpose of this unit was to provide students with the opportunity to learn about immigration, Ellis Island, the Statue of Liberty, and their own family histories in keeping with the 8th grade social studies unit on immigration, 1865-1914. Our unit was aligned with the NYS Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5; and Standards 1, 2, 3 and 4 in English Language Arts.  The objective was for the students to understand where their families came from, the experiences members of their families faced coming to a new country, and finally how their family heritage affects who they are and who they will become.  The students met the objective with the use of various available forms of technology.
Procedure    

To introduce the unit, Ms. Cosentino read a book about her family history to create student interest, and then told the students that they would be writing and publishing their own books about their own family histories, titled “My Family Heritage.”  In social studies class, the students chose a country from which a member of their family emigrated, researched it using the Internet, and then prepared a report about what they had learned.  Then the students used the Internet to find a map of their chosen country to locate specific cities where members of their family lived.  The students used Inspiration to create a family tree.  Other students researched “family tree” on www.google.com and found images on which they could type the appropriate names. Finally, the students brought in photographs from home and used the school scanners to digitize and reproduce the photos to create a photo collage using Microsoft PowerPoint.   
In English class, the students read short stories about the personal experiences of several immigrants when they came to America.  Students completed an interview of a family member; wrote an autobiographical poem describing their cultural experiences and traditions; and wrote a reflection in which they discussed why the piece was important to them, what they learned from the experience, and goals that they want to set for their next writing assignment.  All of these writing pieces were typed in Microsoft Word.  Also in English class, Ms. Bruno played a recording of Dvorak’s New World Symphony. While listening to the piece, students created a story line that followed the tempos and moods of the music.  They first determined the emotion the music was conveying and then they described an event that may have made an immigrant feel that emotion.  Afterwards, the students were assisted in creating a movie in MovieMaker that displayed each student’s quote while the symphony was playing.
The teaching assistant in the English class participated in a seminar on how to use the Ellison machine.  Then she created a cut-out of a person for each student in the class.  The students were required to search the Internet for images that represent their culture and glue them onto their person to represent their culture.  
Throughout the unit, students created “My Family Heritage Books.”  Included in the books were the country reports, the maps, the family trees, the family interviews, the photo collages, the “I Am” poems, and the reflections.  Once the books were completed, the front and back covers were laminated and then the books were bound at the Commack Teachers’ Center.

In addition to producing these wonderful books, the students had other exciting learning experiences through the use of technology.  The SmartBoard, awarded by Western Suffolk BOCES at the annual Technology Fair two years ago, in the classroom was used to take a virtual tour of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.  Then the students used the classroom computers to do an Internet scavenger hunt to learn more about the Statue of Liberty.  Next, students researched their last names on the Ellis Island website to find information about their ancestors who passed through Ellis Island. Finally, using Inspiration, Ms. Cosentino made a graphic web of various pictures obtained from the Internet that showed the process that an immigrant followed when s/he came into this country.  The students had to answer an observation and inference question for each picture.  The students also created a trivia game about their countries of origin by creating hyperlinks within PowerPoint.
   As a culminating activity, the class hosted a Cultural Day.  This was an opportunity for the students to display their books for their parents and their teachers of other subjects.  As guests arrived, they were given a program that was created in Publisher.  The program opened with the students first sharing their poems.  Then the students entertained the audience with their musical interpretation of Dvorak’s New World Symphony.  Next, the students invited their guests to participate in the interactive trivia game.  Finally, students sang Neil Diamond’s “We’re Coming to America” while a YouTube video displaying immigrant photographs played in the background.  After the presentations, parents and guests enjoyed some light refreshments as they perused the students’ proudly displayed “My Family Heritage” books.
Instructional Modifications

Every student in the class has specific and individualized special needs.  As a result, all assignments were modified according to the ability level of each student in the class.  Two of the seven students are alternatively assessed and require additional modifications.  The students who are at a higher-functioning level were required to do more independent work, while the students who have greater needs were assisted in completing each task by a teaching assistant and/or the teacher.  
Time Required

This month-long unit was planned over the course of two weeks.  Students worked for 80 minutes per day for four school weeks.  Students also worked at home to complete certain portions of the books (e.g., interview, cover, gathering pictures, etc.).  The Cultural Day provided a 40-minute authentic assessment for the students.
Resources

The following is a list of resources that were used by the students, the teaching assistants, and the teachers to prompt interest and assist in teaching and learning:

· www.google.com for research and images
· www.yahoo.com for research and images
· www.youtube.com
· http://www.nyctourist.com/liberty1.htm
· http://www.ebayonne.com/shopping_cart/statue_of_liberty_photos.htm
· http://www.ebayonne.com/shopping_cart/ellis_island_photos.htm
· http://www.wallofhonor.com/
· http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm
· http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/seymour/index.htm
· Microsoft Word

· Inspiration

· Microsoft PowerPoint
· Microsoft MovieMaker

· Microsoft Publisher

· Scanner
· Ellison Machine

· Binding Machine

· Laminator
Assessment Plan


The students were given a rubric for their “My Family Heritage” books.   The students were also given a checklist of exactly what they needed to include in their book and a calendar listing when each section of the book was due, to insure understanding and to monitor progress of the work.  The students were also assessed during the Internet scavenger hunt.  Finally, there was ongoing assessment through group discussions to insure the students’ understanding of the experiences immigrants faced.  

The last page of students’ “My Family Heritage” books was a reflection piece.  

Student Work

See attached.

Reflection


This lesson was a great learning experience not only for the students but also for the teachers.  We, as teachers, are always trying to making the learning process as exciting and “hands-on” as possible.  Through the incorporation of technology, we were able to make this unit an engaging and multi-faceted experience.  We also learned how many technology resources are available for students.    


When colleagues reviewed this unit plan, they were impressed by the quality of the books as well as the amount of technology components that were included in the unit.  An article about the Cultural Day was featured in the Commack Courier, a district publication distributed to the community.  We are very proud of this unit and the way that it was implemented.  
