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Western Suffolk BOCES will be funding the Model Schools teacher integration awards for our component districts that are members of the Model Schools Coser.
Our goal is to award 3-5 $1000 grants this year. The deadline for submissions is Monday, March 8, 2010. This will give us enough time to review all applications and notify winners by Friday, March 26, 2010.   

Districts of winning applicants will furnish Western Suffolk BOCES with a request for payment on district letterhead for Model Schools Teacher Integration awards. 
NEW: Teachers awarded $1000 will be required to send all lesson materials electronically by Friday, June 11, 2010. This will allow teachers and administrators in our region to benefit from the technology integration lesson/unit. All grants will be posted on the Western Suffolk BOCES website.
 
Teacher Integration Grant Application 
2009-10
Title of Project: 
Cozy Collection: A Cross-Disciplinary Civic Action Project
Teacher: 

Susan Steinman
Subject/Grade:
Social Studies/Technology /Second Grade
District: 

Deer Park School District 
Building: 

May Moore Primary School
Phone: 

631-274-4460
Email: 

steinman.s@deerparkschools.org 
I have permission from the district technology director (Model Schools liaison) to submit this grant.

Authorized Signature ____________________________________________

Title                           ____________________________________________

Submit:

1. This application cover sheet 
2. Completed Learning Experience Template. Teachers are encouraged to email application dkennedy@wsboces.org  Teachers should also send a paper copy with signature of district technology director.
3. Examples of student work to support the application.
Please submit all materials by Monday, March 8, 2010 to:

Debbie Kennedy
Divisional Administrator Curriculum & Instruction
Western Suffolk BOCES
31 Lee Avenue
Wheatley Heights, NY 11798

Any questions please contact Debbie Kennedy (631) 595-6813 or email dkennedy@wsboces.org
Winners will be notified by Friday, March 26, 2010.
NEW: Teachers awarded $1000 will be required to email his/her grant information and backup materials by Friday, June 11, 2010. This will allow teachers and administrators in our region to benefit from the technology integration lesson/unit. All grants will be posted on the Western Suffolk BOCES website.
Learning Experience Outline

1. LEARNING CONTEXT – Helping Others
· Learning Objective: Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of basic human needs. The students will initiate a community stuffed animal drive that culminates in over 2000 stuffed animals being delivered and distributed to the children effected by the earthquake in Haiti.
· Purpose of the Learning Experience: Cozy Collection is here to help children in our community and beyond who are less fortunate than we are.  Our stuffed animal drive came about as a result of our brainstorming ways to comfort these children. Learning Standards and Specific Performance Indicators Being Assessed: (Standard, Key Idea, Performance Indicator: Social Studies 3.1.3, 5.1.3, ELA 1.2.1, Math 3.4.2, Technology 5. 2.5)
                      SOCIAL STUDIES
· NYS SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARD 3 - GEOGRAPHY – Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live – local, national and global. 

· NYS SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARD 5 - CIVICS, CITIZENSHIP, AND GOVERNMENT – Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation. 
ENGLISH LANGUGE ARTS

· NYS ELA STANDARD 1 – Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding. 

MATH

· NYS MATH STANDARD 3 – Students will understand mathematics and become mathematically confident by communicating and reasoning mathematically, by applying mathematics in real-world settings, and by solving problems.                     
Technology

· NYS TECHNOLOGY STANDARD 5 -  Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use and evaluate products and systems. 
· This learning experience was developed in correlation with the New York State Core Curriculum for Second Grade. The importance of 21st century learning is to help students understand the world around them.  During this multi-disciplinary project, students had opportunities to be creative problem solvers in their community. 
· In order for the students to be successful with this action project they will need to understand that communities provide facilities and services to help satisfy the needs and wants of people who live there. 
· The students will also need to be familiar with how to publicize the project, count and tally collected items daily, graph the collection of stuffed animals by grade level, conduct analysis of the data, and chart data on a bar graph bulletin board for school-wide display.

· In addition the students will need to be proficient in the use of the SMARTBoard to chart data on a pictograph and analyze results, write word problems created from the amount of stuffed animals collected daily and make predictions about daily collections.

2.  PROCEDURE

After reading The Chocolate Touch by Patrick Skene Catling, we realized the importance of thinking about others more than ourselves.  A discussion came up about ways to comfort children in need and what would make them happy.  Prior to the Haitian earthquake we brainstormed and charted different solutions to solve a community issue. The students proposed an action plan that addressed a community need, (helping others less fortunate than us), researched local establishments that accepted donations, brainstormed ways to satisfy basic needs and wants by utilizing resources. The students voted to donate collected items to children who were homeless in our own community. *Note: After the earthquake the students unanimously decided that our stuffed animals were sorely needed in Haiti. Listed below are content connections we made to our curriculum: 

The students brainstormed an action plan/sequential steps to project completion. They wrote letters to PTA, social worker, art teacher and high school asking for assistance with their collection. They also wrote morning and afternoon announcements, orally presented the project for these announcements, and created who, what, when, where, why posters advertising the drive to the school community. 
Using decision making activities, the students decided  where the donated stuffed animals would go, decided which stuffed animals were good for donating and which were too soiled to be used (these would go to a local animal shelter). Finally the students wrote the text for our class created website using the MacBook notebooks. *Please visit: http://cozycollection.deerparkschools.org 

Next, the students created posters, designed flyers, decorated collection boxes, constructed a bulletin board bar graph and created a photo journal of our project.

The students worked in groups to use Google Earth to identify donation locations; engage in community service by collecting, cleaning, and preparing animals for distribution; conduct research from the SAFE website on how to clean the stuffed animals and select a method to use; use Intel Thinking Tool to select the parts of our website students would like to highlight as most important.
As a closure activity the student bagged and loaded 2,143 stuffed animals on a District School Bus for shipment to Haiti. 

3. INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS  

Instructional Modifications

· During the independent practice, the students were grouped in heterogeneous pairs based on ability, in order to foster independence and teamwork. Preferential seating was also utilized. 

· An above average student was paired with an average/low average student to create text for morning announcements, posters, and flyers. 

Environmental Modifications

·  In order to avoid confusion and streamline the transition of the project, student-based centers were created in the classroom. For example, students rotated to the collection/tally sorting station, the MacBook technology station, and the Interactive SmartBoard daily graphing station. 
· The physical set-up of the classroom allows for content differentiation (utilization of carpet area, independent practice areas). 
· Student created collection bins were color-coded and easily identifiable for each grade level and the community. This allowed for easy drop-off and collection of stuffed animals. 

4. TIME REQUIRED
· The unit implementation took approximately one month from the initial read – aloud to the distribution of our stuffed animals collected throughout the drive.
· Our Cozy Collection drive was held January 11 - January 22, 2010. 
5. RESOURCES
In order to successfully complete this experience, students needed the following resources: 
· Public Service Announcements,
· Flyers, Posters, Collection Bins, Large Plastic Bags, Markers
· SMARTBoard
· MacBook Notebooks
· Digital Camera
· Flip Camera
· District School Bus
· Student Created Website: http://cozycollection.deerparkschools.org 

· Google Earth

6. ASSESSMENT PLAN
· Due to the nature and scale of this collaborative effort assessment was ongoing. 
· Formally, students tallied and graphed the data from their daily collection. 
· Student writing skills were assessed based upon a rubric. This data was measurable. 
· Informally, my students were deeply immersed in the larger scale impact their efforts resulted in .....how can one measure compassion and empathy to an anonymous recipient?   
· The LIFE LESSONS learned throughout this civic action project are immeasurable but powerful!  
7. STUDENT WORK
· Example 1: Students brainstorm our project timeline
· Example 2: Students writing public service announcements
· Example 3: Creating posters
· Example 4: Decision making on our MacBooks
· Example 5: Explaining wants and needs
· Example 6: Hanging posters around our school
· Example 7: Students promote the stuffed animal drive
· Example 8: Using the Intel Thinking Tool to design our website
· Example 9: Utilizing Google Earth to locate Haiti
· Example 10: Whole group SMARTBoard instruction
· Example 11: Decorating collection boxes
· Example 12: Poster size flyers
· Example 13: Picking up our daily collection
· Example 14: Creating a pictograph of daily totals
· Example: 15: Calculating daily collection totals
· Example: 16: Students interviewed by the media
· Example 17: Project Headquarters
· Example 18: Students load bus for Haiti delivery
· Example 19: Sample Flyer to help us get the word out!

· Example 20: Sample page from our Website

8. REFLECTION

· By reaching out into the community, students were able to demonstrate their generosity and help make the world a little better. Learning how plan, organize, and make decisions for the common good is an important life skill. The students used a real-life situation to problem solve, make decisions and resolve conflict. 

· Many media outlets heard about our project. The morning of our stuffed animal delivery to Haiti the students experienced a media “frenzy”!  Channel 12 News, Newsday.com, News Radio 88 (CBS), and FIOS Channel 1 interviewed the students about their efforts and impact. It was very impressive to witness the composure and maturity of these young students who during interviews and photo sessions were focused on the larger picture.
· In planning and implementing this project I have learned that a student-centered project can take on a life of its own!  In a society driven by achievement scores and testing the rewards of facilitating this project are beyond description. Teaching children to be productive citizens with a sense of empathy is extremely satisfying and enriching. This project is unforgettable and will always remind me of WHY I TEACH. It is something my class and I will always remember. 
· In addition to the media recognition derived from this project I must also acknowledge that my fellow colleagues, the custodians, the district transportation department, the PTA, parents, were contributors that made this such a successful project. The project could not have been completed without their support.  Our District Superintendent offered to transport the bus load of animals to its destination. Our Cozy Collection Civic Action Project was recognized at a Board of Education Meeting and featured on the District Website. 
